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Abstract:

Literqture and Society are always
connecte dw ith each other. Li te rature i s e cho
of economic, cultural ondpolitical scene of
sociely. Sornetimes sociegt is influenced by
literature and sometimes sociely influences
literature. Fnrlier Indian novels dealt with
national social and domestic issue s. Wth the
globalisation there has been number of
changes. Globalization has both negative
and positive issues. In developing countries
negative issues are more than positive qs

compared to developed nations.
Materialism and Marxism are inter-
connected with each othen Maiterialism
believes in classless society, based on shifi of
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meafis ol prduction, distibutions atd
exchange. Aravitd Adiga's notel, "TIte

White Ttger" highlights tt e e.ffects of
globalizations on human beings,
particalwly lhe ones who want to become

rich. The novel trrces tlp development ofthe
prolagonisl fiom acci&ntly named Munrw
to Asholc Slnrma, a janrtcy of irmocent,

paor village boy to the gost corrupt man a!
moneyardpwen

Key wordc: Materialism,
Glob alizatioo, Degradation.

Introduction:

Aravind Adiga has carved his name

in the galaxy of eminent modern Indian

writers as a versatile writer by winning the

coveted man Booker Prize for his debut

novel,'TheWhiteTiged (2008). He has also

'Between tlle Assssinolions', a collection ot
shori stories, and'Last Man in Tower', o
nat,el and nuntber of articles, to his credil.

Adiga's 'The White Tiger' is Balram's

confessi on of hi s murdering th e mastq. " Ihe
not,el tells the story of o bitter and

d ise n t: h an r e d c hauffe ur in De lhi w ho sli ts his

efiptl6yst''3 thraqt." tlt is also an unflauering

porlrait of India as a society racked by

corruption and servitude on the other. "Ihis
dehut rust'el is an evocative piece of work,

re li !i:tt.,.;t in it's Stripping &,Oy of the

ri r t i,. : ! ! i' i i : t ! uppe arance af a m&ry, India to

eq)u.te the core of it's rotting lpart -
rt;rrupiion, injustice ol tlre caste systen,

debauchery As Aravind Adiga admits

in one of the interviews 'he wants to erytase

tlre country's dark side .''
The present paper is an honesl

attempt to highlights the aspests of
materialism in Arvind Adiga's The White

frger. The novel shows how the desire to

become rich makes people comrpt and

dehumanised through the physical, moral,

existential and material transformation of

Balram Halwai from poor, innocent to

highly com.rpt. In this novel Adiga reveals

impacts of materialism on human being in

the age of globalisation. He also shows that:

all the culnral forms depard on socio-:

economic situation prwailing in specifici

society. Maj or contemporary issties like law,i

administration and impact ofmaterialism are

boldly discussedby the novelistin thenovel.i

Balram Halwai, born in Laxmigarh;

remote village in Bihar, somehow manageg

and comes to Delhi. He has to urander muc\
pleading here and there to get the job as d

driver. Finally he gets a chance atMr. Ashok

as his chauffq,rr. The humiliating journey of

Balram from his village to Delhi, hi1

experience at Mr. Askok Sharrqa'{

household and outside in Delhi *eke$

Balram realize that motey can't solve all thei

problems but can certainly help one to take]

the leap from darkness into light. Innocent
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and rustic Balram becomes totally changed

person" a person filled with selfishness and
greed. Balram, a self made man develops

from nobody to somebody. He reveals

realities of his life through letter to a China,s

primer Wen Jiobao who is about to visit
India. In this letter he confesses his crime
also. Balram confesses ,the story of my
upbringing is the story of how a half-baked

fellow is produced, Balram, turned into fat
and potbellied from thin and small.' ( l1 )

Balram's father registers his name in
school but from first day at the school there
i s transformati on of Munna to Balram (name

oflord Krishna's Brothers). When he was in
school he was fascinated with Vijay, a bus
conductor. Vijay belongs to lowest caste but
he ireated fortune for himself. Balram looks
back,"I want to be like Vijay with a payee

cheque, shiny whistle with a piercrng sound

and"people looking at me with the eyes of
that,say "How important he looks.,, (31) As
Balram become older, he understands the
*aj,of the world. In order to get more money
he lcills his own master Mr Ashok and run
it$mry A person afraid of lizard commits
mtirder. He always blames to Delhi for his
n{otH degradation. He thinks Delhi system

ffi';tftiiEked up system., The atmosphere of
Deffii comrpts him. Balram criticizes Hindu
gods just to get material prosperity. He

disrespects Hindu Gods because he thinks
that without bribe God does not bless us. The
suspicion toward God is clearty evident in
the lines 'odon't you pray? What arp yott'
Naxal?"(77)

Mr. Ashok grves bribe to Indian
politician to get exemption from tares of
coal mines, which is obviously ttrewealth of
nation. When Balram sees such scenariq he
become furious and is led to think abotrt the
story in murderweekly, titled'rapes, murder
and money'. Though born in poorfamily and
lowest caste he does not want to die as a poor.
He struggles for his identity and marerial
prosperity. He believes in Martin Luther
King's point of vielrr, so he will not be
satisfied n'until the justice role doum tiko
water and righteousness like a mighty
system."

The Great Socialist party comes to
power and it creates headache to Mr. Ashok
because the great socialist party demands
seven hundred thousand rupees from him to
veil the tal( case. Already whole city was
comrpted. Balram becomes furious and
decides to steal money of his master. He
waits for an opporhrnity, as he desoribes */
was lookingfor tlre kcyfor yew but tte fu
was always o1)en." (267) AftErmurder of his
mast€r he settles down in Banglore as a
zuccessful businessman with the stolen
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money. Balram was Machiaveliian f*rgure

because throughout his iife ire nas not

satisfied who wants to go up in the ladder of
society. According to Adiga poor people

remain poor because they can't see the

beauty in the world, "The moment you

realised what is beautiful in this world, you

stop being slave." (40)

Balram becomes totally comrpt who

thinks everything and everyone is managed

by bribe. "It's amazing the moment you

show cash, everyone know your language."

Balram believes that it is very difficult to

come out of Rooster coop. "Go to Delhi and

look at the way they keep chicken there in

the market. Hundreds of pale hens and

b ri ghtl y col oured rooster, stuffed ti ghtl y into

rvire, mesh, cage. They see the organs of

their brothers lying around them. They know

they are next, yet they cannot rebel. They do

not try to get out ofthe coop." (173) The very

same thing is done with human in this

country

Before. killing Mr. Ashok, Balram

tries to control his instinct. But at last he

imagines himself as 'The White Tige/ who

sheds his shell and cornes out ofcocoon. In

search of light for bright future he commits

the crirne of murder. And he becomes

Macbeth u'rirc killq his own n:astei, i,

Duncan to be king Ilali-ai:l ilrii,:irir

entrepreneur who owns es.rs anci i-,as ci-l\ r-!,,

who work for hirm. He starts his busirress *,irl
fake name. When police inquire hin.l aborrr

his business he adds pseudonvm ut 'Tir,

White Tiger.' He thinks thar because .rj

money Prime Minister of China alsc pars

attention to his words. He considers murdcr

as "Real Nightmare". But on the other irantj

he justifies his own crime because rvithour

murderhe does notrealise his being.

Balram wants to ofen English

language school for downtrodden children

F{e wants to use rnoney f,or noble cause likr

Raskolinikov. But he changes his plan as hr,

knows that Indian government may not allow

him to do something altruistic. Despite ol'

rnoral degradation Balram becomes

successful entrepreneur and succeectrs irr

accumul ati ng materi al prosperity. Journey o l'

Balram is just like Cristian journey fronr

"City of destructions" to the "celestial city"

(John Bunyan's the pilgrim's progress). Hc

also travels from mental depression' tcr

spiritual enlightenment.

As such Arvind Adiga's The Wite

Tiger attracts the readels attention to thc:

4y.
FI?ENCIB}AI.

Aderyh Arls il (r,;rt";'rrilr**i*ilnqn.
pruagug i'/i;:iieri Dist"- &;e ril, rii



ry
e\1ils of materialisrn and various sociai evils

in the contemporary India. Adiga succeeds

in pointing out that it is Balram,s realization

of the place of money and power which
pushes him ahead on the path of rebeltrion

which ends up with the murder of his master

by him. They are eye-openers to law makers

and administrators who have political will to
deliverjustice to the poor and margin alized,

rooting out corruption in all forms. Balram
brings the message that weak and partial

administration may flare up in the form of
violence and comrption.

Dr Hltendra Dhote
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ErqT srBE t wft spr oi fr-(qd or rr{fr
q.sr 6-trfr q-drqr t I ftrq{ oft,zemq 3mqlM iildq E{r q{ ,-6R a.rt gq ffi
wr-sm'qqRT at lr$ f,. Td.t of o-56 g_

'en$q, q-€q.*r oRq fu-flftd rrq mi I

f; qrTRI etqff d-o. d a-qrn urv-o) r r

{ft-o.r : angfro gIr it T.r_t-{. \il*q
B-c$-s-{ aqr +qqrfllof qtmen d frron w.r
qgeq d ftq "Eftil' yr6( q-qfBo. erqfuf, t r'qfro' yrq qrT yrcd$q 3{pl t_ fus-or qtrT
$n d auto qa-m garr, ilEr gerr q-smfil snR r

,ili-frq sqro { Effi d ftq erio qq sgp
Eq t- *S ry, srqil, qRq,-{, ereiu, qps,
ER-dc, qigril snR r qrkfq { sr+6 fffiimt i
arq-i{q-i 6{ fr Efuo qrq of erqrko mG
o-r c-q-rq ftqr t I ffi \,fti-Su i qRE sflr
ft .R-d. 

q-.f d ftT .fsf{s mmr yrq oT ,qh
fuqr tt <fuf, qprd d Eiqurq-{ { 3r{qfr..d
qrRr, d--€, 6r{qn, qkeq q-sds, q{q 6qrq,
qiqre-qtfl, s{rffi sflr qr€l rsqr-q qt <ftd
o-u.nn t t qrsrq { qn-s rrnur tnr y-ci-o snt
d srqtq<i-+fr GrirnEnr \'q yilyur or Rron t
s-5 Efuf, t r qrrfrq wqrq sfiR-fi.rf, t * qgt
qfr{efi qs silETrk w t'r eirt a-eo-q qE quf
q"qrrqr qrfr q-wen { qfcfifn d Gr qrf
e-+ten { {q s o-d d Gi-gm{ qrf TE-m-t qft
-q-qer efr dfu-{ qrfr qqp11 { qguu of \rfi
E sd fr rdt @-r Ts{i oq ftqr I qd of srEw,
Fqrrq sfl{ srqn qn-s-r tko Rnn q-g qrR 6-dt dfu{ o-r v€ sfl-qET d fuq si-flrq 6
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